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CHARTING THE COURSE  
Welcome aboard the FSAP Cruise Ship as we sail around the great state of Florida!  

May 16th – FSAP Virtual SPRING CONFERENCE 
Beginning with the FSAP Membership Meeting, followed  
by four outstanding speakers presenting on meaningful 
topics centered on Practical Governance. 

“Parliamentary Principles: Mastering the Meeting Landscape,” 
featuring topics such as the types of deliberative assemblies, 
improving board performance through self-assessment, and 
committees — the good, the bad, and the ugly — are among the 

practical governance sessions scheduled for Saturday, May 16. These presentations 
are designed to benefit members and leaders of all organizations, not 
solely those individuals serving in the role of parliamentarian. 

When a presentation qualifies for CEUs, it signifies that the material aligns with the 
foundational standards of the National Association of Parliamentarians and has 
successfully passed review by the Commission on Credentialing. Because parliamentary 
procedure involves precise terminology and detailed procedures that can easily be 
forgotten or confused when consulting multiple authorities, it is important for credentialed 
parliamentarians to remain actively engaged so they are prepared to provide accurate and 
reliable guidance when called upon. 

This standard also benefits individuals interested in meetings procedures who have no 
interest in becoming credentialed by reinforcing essential principles, strengthening 
understanding of deliberative assemblies, and improving the ability to use parliamentary 
procedure eƯectively to enhance board performance. Participants will also gain insight into 
recognizing eƯective committees and responding appropriately when committees become 
ineƯective. The virtual platform allows us to benefit from the experience and expertise of 
seasoned parliamentarians from outside Florida.  The Henry M. Robert Conference, 
scheduled for Saturday, November 14, will be conducted as a hybrid meeting in Lakeland.  

In the interim, we hope to see many of you in person at the NAP National Training 
Conference in Birmingham, and online at the numerous FSAP and NAP events.   Remember 
to show your support and add them to your calendar even if you are not able to attend.  
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Notice of Proposed Bylaw Amendment – May 16th FSAP Membership Meeting 

Motion to amend Article XIV to strike out “annual, fall, or special” and insert “membership” 
before “meeting” including conform amendments in Section 1 and in Section 2.  
 

Current Amendment If Adopted 

Section 1. These bylaws may be 
amended by a two-thirds vote at 
any annual, fall, or special  meeting 
of FSAP, provided that the content of 
any proposed amendment has been 
noticed in writing with the call of the 
meeting at least thirty days before 
the meeting. Without previous 
notice, these bylaws may be 
amended at any annual, fall, or 
special meeting by unanimous vote. 

 Section 2. A proposal for a bylaw 
revision may only be authorized at an 
annual meeting. The proposed bylaw 
revision shall be presented at the 
next annual meeting or special 
meeting and shall be adopted by a 
two-thirds vote provided that the 
proposed revision has been noticed 
with the call of the meeting at least 
thirty days before the meeting. 

 Section 3. Amendments to, or a 
revision of, these bylaws shall 
become eƯective at the adjournment 
of the annual meeting or 
special  meeting at which they are 
adopted unless otherwise provided. 
Section 4. Any amendment to these 
bylaws necessitated by amendments 
to NAP bylaws shall be eƯected by 
the FSAP Executive Board and 
reported to the membership in 
writing at least sixty days following 
the adoption of such amendments 
by NAP.  

Section 1. These bylaws may be 
amended by a two-thirds vote at 
any annual, fall, or special 
membership meeting of FSAP, 
provided that the content of any 
proposed amendment has been 
noticed in writing with the call of the 
meeting at least thirty days before 
the meeting. Without previous 
notice, these bylaws may be 
amended at any annual, fall, or 
special membership meeting by 
unanimous vote. 

 Section 2. A proposal for a bylaw 
revision may only be authorized at an 
annual meeting. The proposed bylaw 
revision shall be presented at the next 
annual meeting or special meeting and 
shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote 
provided that the proposed revision has 
been noticed with the call of the meeting 
at least thirty days before the meeting. 

 Section 3. Amendments to, or a 
revision of, these bylaws shall 
become eƯective at the adjournment 
of the annual meeting or special 
membership meeting at which they 
are adopted unless otherwise 
provided. Section 4. Any amendment 
to these bylaws necessitated by 
amendments to NAP bylaws shall be 
eƯected by the FSAP Executive Board 
and reported to the membership in 
writing at least sixty days following 
the adoption of such amendments 
by NAP.  

Section 1. These bylaws may be 
amended by a two-thirds vote at 
any membership meeting of FSAP, 
provided that the content of any 
proposed amendment has been 
noticed in writing with the call of 
the meeting at least thirty days 
before the meeting. Without 
previous notice, these bylaws may 
be amended at any membership 
meeting by unanimous vote. 

 Section 2. A proposal for a bylaw 
revision may only be authorized at 
an annual meeting. The proposed 
bylaw revision shall be presented at 
the next annual meeting or special 
meeting and shall be adopted by a 
two-thirds vote provided that the 
proposed revision has been noticed 
with the call of the meeting at least 
thirty days before the meeting. 

 Section 3. Amendments to, or a 
revision of, these bylaws shall 
become eƯective at the 
adjournment of the membership 
meeting at which they are adopted 
unless otherwise provided. Section 
4. Any amendment to these bylaws 
necessitated by amendments to 
NAP bylaws shall be eƯected by the 
FSAP Executive Board and reported 
to the membership in writing at 
least sixty days following the 
adoption of such amendments by 
NAP.  
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The NAP 2026 Virtual Spring Training Conference  
Novella Franklin 

While attending Track A of the NAP Spring Conference, We Want You Series, there 
were three speakers. The first speaker discussed member benefits, including 
Connections, Continuing Education, Credibility, and Community. This session was 
very informative and provided a clear understanding of the value of each of these 
areas.  The National Association of Parliamentarians (NAP) oƯers several 

membership levels, including Regular Member, Registered Parliamentarian (RP), and Professional 
Registered Parliamentarian (PRP). 

The session on Parliamentary Basics focused on its application within a deliberative assembly. Key 
elements of meetings were reviewed, such as the role of the Chair (Chairman/President) and the 
importance of a quorum. Participants were asked which two oƯicers are required to conduct a 
meeting - some knew the answer, while others were unsure. The discussion on what takes place 
during a meeting was especially engaging, with questions posed after each segment to keep 
everyone involved. 

Additional topics included motions and debate, as well as a fun and interactive “Jeopardy”-style 
activity covering basics, meetings, parliamentary situations, and more. The session also covered 
ballot voting, oƯicers, and the hierarchy of governing documents. 

My First NAP Experience 
Emma Sampson 

It gives me pleasure to tell you about my experience in taking my first NAP class. 
Registration was a little challenging, but I finally got through it.   

We had three  amazing instructors. They explained everything thing from what books we needed, to 
how to use Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revived In Brief. Don’t get ahead of me, this version easier 
for beginners, Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 12th Edition is very diƯerent. I took Track A 
because I need to understand the language, the rules and the process before attempting to take my 
first test. 

There were 29 attending the class that started at  10:00 a.m. and ended at 4:30 p.m.  We were at a 
diƯerent level in understanding the language of Robert.  One of the first l had to learn was, what is a 
Parliamentarian, I know you think should already know that but no, I had an interpretation of what 
the word meant not the meaning, also learned how to make a motion, by stating exactly what the 
motion is, not to assume everyone knows what is being proposed.  

We were also taught the types of motions.  Each instructor did an excellent job and went step by step 
to make sure we understood. At the end of the day we played a game to see how much we retained 
after have such excellent teaching.  I was fun and i missed some of the simple one because I 
interpretation of the formal language.  

Don’t get me wrong, I understand, but I did not say I remembered everything.  My goal was to 
understand and practice down.  Now. I am preparing to take my first test to become an NAP member.  
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Report on NAP Virtual Spring Conference  
March 28, 2026 

Track C: Enduring Principles - Evolving Practices;  
Building Your Parliamentary Voice 

Edward Nelson, PRP 
 

Track C consisted of one session distinguishing the practice of parliamentary law or, more 
commonly, parliamentary procedure, from the law as practiced in the legal community, 
and four sessions of historical surveys on the evolution of the parliamentary lexicon found 
in Henry M. Robert’s rules of parliamentary law from the first edition, Pocket Manual of 
Rules of Order for Deliberative Assemblies (1876) to the current, twelfth edition, Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Newly Revised (2020). 

“Where Robert’s Stops and the Law Begins”  
Presented by Carole R. Albright, PRP 

On distinguishing between parliamentary procedure and the law as practiced in the legal 
community, the speaker referred to Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure wherein 
parliamentary procedure (e.g., Point of Order, Appeal) generally results only in making a 
procedural correction not likely to have legal consequences whereas violating a law or 
statute or ordinance risks exposure to legal liability and the possible consequences of 
having to un-do something previously done by invalid action. Reputational harm is also a 
consideration. 

The speaker reviewed the category of governing documents familiar to all parliamentarians 
and discussed their correspondences to, and related hazards from, parliamentarians 
advising clients on matters of law other than, say, directing the client’s awareness to 
particular actions having legal implications; in other words, do not practice law unless you 
are an attorney licensed in state in which you are advising the client. 

Discussion included legislative and other governmental bodies, nonprofit corporations, 
community associations, and labor unions as particular risks to parliamentarians due to 
statutory requirements. 

The speaker is an attorney-partner in the Law Firm Carolinas. 
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HERBERTA ANN LEONARDY SCHOLARSHIP  
These scholarships are available to individuals who have been FSAP members for at 
least one year and are a Florida resident.  Applications must be submitted at least 30 
days before the funds are needed.  Apply now for the NAP NTC.  These funds are 
available for furthering study as well as for taking the RPCE or PRPCE.  FSAP has more 
than $10,000 in scholarship funds available.  Apply now!  FSAP Bylaws, Article VIII, 
Section 3. F.11 gives the Scholarship Committee authority to select the recipients of Dr. 
Herberta Ann Leonardy scholarships. Complete and submit the Application on the next 
page, or from the Member Portal on the FSAP website, to Mary Giddens, 
diamondg@gate.net.  
 
Mary Giddens, Chairman 
Craig Culbreth  
Diana Smith 
Darlene Sparks 
Education Chair Carol Prahinski  
Ex oƯicio: President Barbara Proctor 

 Together, we uphold  
the light of education  

and opportunity  
within the FSAP galaxy. 
May the funds - and the  

forms - be with us all. 
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Dr. Herberta Hathcock Leonardy (1926) taught parliamentarian 
law in UM's evening division and was also UM's law librarian.   
The Academy of Parliamentary Procedure and Law was started 
by Dr. Herberta Ann Leonardy.  She was a noted Registered 
Parliamentarian and an attorney in Miami, Florida.   She was the 
author of An Elementary Course in Parliamentary Procedure 
and another book From the Desk of The State Parliamentarian, 
Volume 1, A Treasury of Questions and Answers. She wanted to 
keep the Anniversary edition of Robert as their parliamentary 
authority.  The Academy was incorporated in Georgia, originally, 
and later, changed to Florida. 



 The FlĪrida Parliamenĩarian – May 2026  

 



 The FlĪrida Parliamenĩarian – May 2026  

  



 The FlĪrida Parliamenĩarian – May 2026  

  

  



 The FlĪrida Parliamenĩarian – May 2026  

 

 
 
 

June 30th  
Tuesday, May 18th 

Explore Traditional programs for 
presenting in addition to the popular   

 AI slide generators  
 AI design assistants 
 AI writing tools  
 AI video/avatar tools   
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Finishing Well 

Scripture: 
“Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season  
we shall reap, if we faint not.”   —Galatians 6:9 (KJV) 

Reflection: 
Parliamentary service can be tiring. The work is rarely 
glamorous, often detailed, and sometimes thankless.  

Yet those who serve faithfully contribute to the flourishing 
of their community. Perseverance through procedure leads 
to progress with integrity. 

 

Parliamentary Principle:  
Diligence in following proper procedures, even when inconvenient, 
yields decisions that are just, defensible, and respected. 

Call to Action: Keep showing up with excellence, your steady 
presence helps the assembly finish its work with strength and grace. 
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Failure to Recognize Point of Order 

Scenario:  
A member raises a point of 

order to address a procedural 
error, but the chair ignores it, 
continuing with the meeting 

as if nothing happened. 
 

Problem:  
Ignoring points of order 

undermines the 
meeting’s adherence 

to procedural rules 
and creates confusion. 

 

Tip:  
The chair should immediately 
address any points of order 

to ensure the meeting is 
conducted according to 

procedural rules. 
. 

 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  

Education & Training 
• Members learn what to expect  

and how to participate 
• Reach new leadership potential  
• Earn credentials as an RP or PRP 
Resources 
• Access FREE guides & publications  
• NAP University & NAP Bookstore  
• Virtual Training Sessions 
Advocacy  
• Promote leadership skills  
• Learn best practices for your organization  
Networking  
• Connect with other leaders and professionals  
• Answers to your questions  

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION – If you have questions regarding your membership, contact 

FSAP Second Vice President, Mary Smith, RP (maryhsmith@yahoo.com.   

INTERESTED IN FSAP EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES?  If your organization or 

unit, or someone you know is interested in learning more about parliamentary procedure, be it 
general training or preparing to take the NAP exam to become a member, the RPCE, or the PRPCE, 
contact FSAP Education Chairman, Carol Prahinski, PRP (prahinski@gmail.com ). 


