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CHARTING THE COURSE  
Welcome aboard the FSAP Cruise Ship as we sail around the great state of Florida!  
Next stop:  ORLANDO 

For decades, the Florida State Association of Parliamentarians 
has proudly supported youth leadership development by 
providing trained judges for middle school and high school 
parliamentary procedure competitions held throughout Orlando. 
As one of the most popular destinations for both state and 
national contests, Orlando has long been a gathering place for 
outstanding student leaders eager to demonstrate their skills in 
orderly debate, motions, and meeting management. 

FSAP’s tradition of service at these competitions reflects our commitment not only to 
parliamentary excellence, but also to investing in the next generation of leaders. By 
supplying experienced parliamentarians as judges, we help ensure that contests are 
conducted fairly, consistently, and in keeping with the principles found in Robert's Rules of 
Order Newly Revised. 

Serving as a judge is more than a volunteer opportunity. It is a professional development 
experience. To support our judges, FSAP Youth Chairman Julie Palm, PRP, provides the 
NAP Chart of Motions as a ready reference during competitions. Having this trusted tool at 
hand promotes consistency and confidence while evaluating fast paced demonstrations.  

Beyond the technical benefits, there is something uniquely energizing about working with 
middle school and high school students. Their enthusiasm is contagious. Their preparation 
is impressive. Their eagerness to learn and perform reminds us why parliamentary 
procedure matters. You will see teamwork, leadership, and respectful debate in action. 
You may even recognize future NAP members and future RPs and PRPs in the making. 

On a personal level, judging offers fulfillment that goes beyond the score sheet. You 
contribute to building confidence in young leaders. You encourage accuracy and fairness. 
You help shape their understanding of democratic process and orderly decision making. 
And yes, you will likely leave smiling, encouraged by their energy and commitment. 

If you have never judged a youth competition in Orlando, consider joining this long standing 
FSAP tradition. You will give back to the profession, strengthen your own expertise, and 
experience the joy of supporting the next generation of parliamentary leaders. 

 

The FlĪrida Parliamenĩarian  
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INTRODUCING Amy Brown, RP 
FSAP TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Amy is a recently credentialed Registered Parliamentarian and 
an FSAP AƯiliate member from Simpsonville, South Carolina.    
Her husband and two daughters keep her personal life busy, 
plus, Amy actively volunteers for Girl Scouts.  In addition to 
serving as a Service Unit Manager and an organizer of outdoor 
experiences, she also acts as the Governance Advisor for her 

local council and runs parliamentary procedure trainings for a number of councils 
throughout the country. She is also a co-founder and administrator for Friends of Camp 
WaBak, a community devoted to supporting the camp experience for girls in the SC-
Mountains to Midlands council. 

Leaning on her IT background, Amy likes to dabble with various technologies including 
building and running a website aimed at educating volunteers and staƯ about local and 
national governance in Girl Scouts. In her various volunteer roles, Amy uses a variety of 
technologies to communicate and inform those she serves. 

Amy is a firm believer that implementation of the democratic process strengthens, unifies, 
and focuses organizations and nonprofits. EƯective use of parliamentary procedure is the 
vehicle for that goal, and a well-versed board, presiding oƯicer, and assembly can eƯiciently 
process and power through even the toughest topics. She looks forward to working with 
FSAP members for the monthly technology sessions on the 3rd Tuesday at 7pm and invites 
everyone to share their expertise to make it a collaborative experience.  

The Technology Committee will be hosting FSAP Tech Tip – monthly virtual technology 
training for parliamentarians the 3rd Tuesday starting February 17, 2026, at 7 p.m. ET  

The first FSAP Tech Tip focus is on Zoom 
meetings, equipping parliamentarians 
and leaders to set up, manage, and 
eƯectively use Zoom features that 
support orderly meetings, fairness, and 
member rights with an emphasis on 
using technology as a tool, not a 
substitute for parliamentary procedure.  

To request future topics, email Amy at:  amy@dawgtoons.com 
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My Parliamentary Journey 
 

Kalilah Taite 
1-08-26 

I am Kalilah Taite, a Tallahassee native, in my third year of study at 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University (FAMU), striving to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in Vocal Performance. As the eldest daughter and a 
natural-born leader, I have always preferred order and structure, while also 
favoring fairness and being just. Growing up, I often took the lead in projects, 
productions, and even in partnerships. As much as I longed for a system of order with a sense 
of eƯiciency, I always seemed to fall short whenever I attempted to create them myself. 
During the summer of 2025, my grandmother oƯered my sisters and me the opportunity to 

attend the National Association of Parliamentarians (NAP) “We Want You!” 
workshop, and my curiosity accepted her oƯer. She gifted us each our own 
copy of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised In Brief (RONRIB), 3rd edition, 
complete with her own handwritten note.  

I was introduced to parliamentary procedure earlier, but little did I know how much 
was truly involved beyond “aye” and “no.” As I began to study before attending the first 
workshop session, I immediately fell in love with RONRIB. The moment I saw the 
approximated reading times with chapter suggestions, I knew this would be the book for me. 
Through RONRIB and the “We Want You” program, I learned things I previously would have 
never thought to take into consideration. Recently, I was tasked with 
administering the elections for my on-campus organization, the FAMU 
Concert Choir, which I now currently serve as the Vice-President. Without 
the tools and experience that comes with being a member of NAP, I know 
I would not have been able to conduct that election with the same manner 
of organization, confidentiality, and fairness as I was able to achieve with 
my newly acquired knowledge. 

As a fellow student, I implore any young person with even a shred of curiosity to take 
that leap and strive to become an NAP member. Regardless of if you are a leader of an 
organization or club or if you view yourself as “merely a member,” being of a parliamentarian 
mindset is an irreplaceable asset that can be applied anywhere. Extracurriculars, 
occupations, and relationships can all benefit from the boundless possibilities of a 
parliamentarian mindset. Allowing yourself to take advantage of these opportunities now will 
undoubtedly provide you with an advantage in all of your endeavors. Thank you, NAP for 
providing me with the opportunity to share my parliamentary journey, and I thank all of you 
for riding along, for I hope others follow behind me. 

Submit your story and join us in celebrating March as Parliamentary Youth Month
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WANTED:   Parliamentary judges  

for the following youth groups parliamentary Competitions  in March and April 

 FBLA needs 3 judges on Friday March 13, 2026 at the Hilton Orlando,  
5001 Destination Parkway. [12:00 – 5:00 p.m.] 
 

 TSA needs 6 judges on Friday, March 27, 2026 at the Doubletree Universal  
[7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.]  

 
 FCCLA needs 3 judges  on Friday, March 27, 2026 at the Doubletree Seaworld  

[7:30 a.m. orientation] 
 

 HOSA needs 3 judges on Friday, April 17, 2026 at the Marriott World Orlando 
Center [11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.] 

 

If you can help out please let me know.  If you have judged in the past the 
youth group may have already contacted you to sign up, if so and you 
have signed up please let me know.  If you know of someone else that might 
be willing to judge please share this information. 

Thank you, 

Julie Palm, PRP 
FSAP Youth Committee Chair 
hpalm@bellsouth.net 
305-947-2099 (cell) 
305-945-8922 (landline) 
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Leading by Serving 

Scripture: 
“But he that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant.” 
—Matthew 23:11 (KJV) 

Reflection: 
Parliamentary leadership is not about control—it’s about 
stewardship. The chair does not dominate but facilitates. 
True greatness in leadership comes from humility, from 
guiding others to work well together and to reach decisions 
that reflect the group’s best thinking. 

Parliamentary Principle:  
The presiding oƯicer serves the assembly by applying the rules with 
fairness,  

Call to Action: Lead not to be heard, but to help others be heard—
serve the meeting, not the spotlight 
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Skipping Agenda Items 

Scenario:  
The chair jumps straight into 

new business without 
finishing reports, causing 

confusion among members. 

Problem:  
Skipping agenda items 

makes the meeting 
disorganized and leads 
to unresolved issues. 

 

Tip:  
Follow the agenda in order. 
Member can interrupt and 

“Call for the Orders of the Day” 
RONR (12th ed). 18:1 

 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  

Education & Training 
• Reach new leadership potential  
• Earn credentials as an RP or PRP 
Resources 
• Access FREE guides & publications  
• NAP University & NAP Bookstore  
• Virtual Training Sessions 
Advocacy  
• Promote leadership skills  
• Learn best practices for your organization  
Networking  
• Connect with other leaders and professionals  
• Answers to your questions  

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION – If you have questions regarding your membership, contact 

FSAP Second Vice President, Mary Smith, RP (maryhsmith@yahoo.com.   

WANTED:  Judges for Student Competitions -  Check your calendar to see if you are 

available, then contact FSAP Youth Chairman Julie Palm, PRP, to volunteer as a judge in 
Orlando or in your local school district.   

INTERESTED IN FSAP EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES?  If your organization or 

unit, or someone you know is interested in learning more about parliamentary procedure, be it 
general training or preparing to take the NAP exam to become a member, the RPCE, or the PRPCE, 
contact FSAP Education Chairman, Carol Prahinski, PRP (prahinski@gmail.com ).  


